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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

REF: A) GABORONE 0666 *NOTAL) 

B) GABORONE 0625 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: IN MAY 20 PRESS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT KHAMA STRESSED 
BOTSWANA'S DESIRE FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN 
QUESTION AND CRITICIZED IAN SMITH'S INTRASIGENCE. HE SIDE- 
STEPPED QUESTIONS ON ALLOWING GUERRILLA BASES IN BOTSWANA AND 
ON THE POSSIBLE CLOSING OF THE BOTSWANA RAIL LINK WITH RHODESIA. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. PRESIDENT SIR SERETSE KHAMA HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER- 
NOON OF MAY 20 IN WHICH HE DISCUSSED RHODESIAN QUESTION. NEWS 
CONFERENCE PROVIDES GOOD EXAMPLES BOTH OF KHAMA’S DEDICATION TO 
MAJORITY RULE IN ZIMBABWE AND HIS ABILITY TO SIDE-STEP ADROITLY 
WHEN NECESSARY ON POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING QUESTIONS. PRESS 
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CONFERENCE IS LEAD ARTICLE IN MAY 22 EDITION OF GOVERNMENT- 
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CONTROLLED BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS. EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED TAPE 

OF THE RADIO BOTSWANA BROADCAST WHICH BRINGS OUT SOME 
INTERESTING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ACTUAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
AND DAILY NEWS REPORTING OF THEM (PRESS CONFERENCE TRANSCRIPT 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED BY POUCH). 

2. CALLING IAN SMITH QUOTE VER, VERY SELFISH MAN UNQUOTE, 

THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT ALL BOTSWANA COULD DO IS TO QUOTE 
CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT UNQUOTE. IN A 
THEME TO WHICH HE CONTINUALLY RETURNED, KHAMA STATED THAT 
SHOULD APEACEFUL SETTLEMENT BE UNATTAINABLE, BOTSWANA WILL 
HAVE TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHAT STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN. 

3. KHAMA COMPLETELY SIDE-STEPPED TWO QUESTIONS ON ALLOWING 
THE USE OF BOTSWANA'S TERRITORY FOR ANC MILITARY 

BASE. HE STATED THAT HE IS DOING HIS BEST TO ACHIEVE A PEACE- 
FUL SETTLEMENT WHILE APPRECIATING THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
QUOTE RHODESIAN PEOPLE UNQUOTE TO ACHIEVE MAJORITY RULE. 
PRESSED AGAIN ON BASES, KHAMA RESPONDED THAT QUOTE WE ARE 
ON THEIR SIDE. IF EVERYTHING ELSE FAILS AND THEY HAVE TO 
RESORT TO WARFARE, THEY SHALL HAVE OUR SYMPATHY UNQUOTE. 

4. AN INTERESTING QUESTION AND ANSER NOT REPORTED BY THE 
DAILY NEWS DEALT WITH HOW THE GOB WOULD RESPOND IF ASKED 
BY THE ANC TO PERMIT IT TO OPEN OFFICES IN BOTSWANA. KHAMA 
RESPONDED THAT, AS FAR AS HE KNEW, SOME OF THE LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATIONS DO HAVE OFFICES HERE. (COMMENT: EMBASSY 
KNOWS OF NO ANC OFFICES IN BOTSWANA. ZANU AND ZAPU 
OFFICES IN FRANCISTOWN WERE CLOSED SOME TIME AGO BY THOSE 
ORGANIZATIONS. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
AFRICA ADMITTED TO EMBOFF THAT HE IS PUZZLED BY KHAMA'S 
STATEMENT AND IS CALLING OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT FOR CLARIFI- 
CATION. END COMMENT). 

5. ON THE QUESTION OF BOTSWANA'S RAIL LINK WITH RHODESIA 
(REF B), THERE IS AN INTERSTING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
ACTUAL QUESTION ANDANSSER AND AS REPORTED IN THE DAILY NEWS. 
THE QUESTION AS ASKED WAS IS RHODESIA JUSTIFIED IN BEING 
CONFIDENT THAT IF MOZAMBIQUE CLOSES ITS BORDER, RHODESIA CAN 
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REROUTE ITS RAIL TRAFFIC THROUGH BEITBRIDGE AND BOTSWANA? 

THE PRESIDENT RESPONDED THAT RHODESIA WOULD BE HIGHLY 
OPTIMISTIC TO THINK IT COULD SURVIVE USEING BEITBRIDGE AND 
BOTSWANA. EIGHT-FIVE PER CENT OF RHODESIA'S EXPORTS 
GO THROUGH MOZAMBIQUE AND SOUTH AFRICAN PORT (TERMINALS 
FOR BEITBRIDGE AND BOTSWANA RAIL LINKS) ARE CONGESTED. THE 
BOTSWANA DAILY NAWS ARTICLE DETETES REFERENCES TO BOTSWANA 
IN BOTH THE QUESTION AND ANSWER. IMPLICATION OF KHAMA'S 
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REMARKS AND DAILY NEWS DELETIONS IS THAT FOR THE MOMENT AT 
I EAST BOTSWANA DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE CLOSING RHODESIAN 
RAILWAY IN BOTSWANA. 

6. COMMENT: VISITING LABOR ATTACHE RECEIVED SOMEWHAT 
DIFFERENCT FORMULATION OF RAIL LINK QUESTION AFTERNOON OF MAY 20 
IN DISCUSSION WITH ASSISTANT MINISER FOR FINANCE AND DEVELOP- 
MENT PLANNING MMUSI. MMUSI, WHO HAD JUST COME FROM MORNING 
CABINET MEETING, SAID THAT WHEN THE TIME COMES BOTSWANA 

WILL BE PREPARED TO CUT THE RAIL LINK. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT 
GIVE AN INDICATION OF WHAT HE MEANT BY "WHEN THE TIME COMES". 
EMBASSY UNCERTAIN HOW MUCH THIS REFLECTS MMUSI'S PERSONAL 
VIEWS AND HOW MUCH IT REFLECTS POSSIBLE DISCUSSION AT CABINET 
MEETING. 

7. AS NOTED REF B, QUESTION OF CLOSING RHODESIAN RAIL LINK 
THROUGH BOTSWANA IS A CRUCIAL ONE FOR THIS COUNTRY. ALMOST 
ALL OF ITS CONSUMER GOODS COME FROM ONE DIRECTION OR THE 
OTHER ON THE RAIL LINE. ITS MAJOR EXPORT, CATTLE, GOES BY RAIL 
TO THE THROUGH SOUTH AFRICA. ANOTHER OF ITS CRITICAL EXPORTS, 
COPPER -NICK! ,F. MATTE FROM THE SET .EBT-PIKWE MINE, UTILIZES 

THE RHODESIAN RAILWAY THROUGH RHODESIA AND MOZAMBIQUE. OF 
COURSE THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE MATTERCOULD TRANSMIT 
MOZAMBIQUE IF FRELIMO EMBARGOES RHODESIA IS STILL UNANSWERED. 

IN THAT EVENTUALITY, BOTSWANA EXPORTS MIGHT ALSO FACE THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN PORT CONGESTION. 

8. THE PRESS CONFERENCE ILLUSTRATED KHAMA'S ASTUTE CAPABILITIES 
AS A POLITICIAN IN WALKING THE TIGHTROPE BETWEEN PRESSURE FOR 
OFFER OF CONCRETE HELP TO ANC AND HIS CON- 
TINUED POLICY TO AVOID ALLOWING GUF.RRILLE BASES IN BOTSWANA AND 
TO AVOID SETTING BACK ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN BY 
CLSOING BOTSWANA'S ONLY RAIL LINE. BOTSWANA'S PROBABLE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 GABORO 00682 231019Z 

CONTINUING POLICY FOR THE NEAR FUTURE IS REAITERATED BY KHAMA'S 
EXPRESSION OF "SYMPATHY" INSTEAD OF OFFERING BASES AND BY 
HIS EXPLANATION THAT RHODESIAN TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES WOULD 
BE THE RESULT OF CONGESTED SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS AFTER GOODS 
HAD TRANSITED BOTSWANA OR BEITB RIDGE RATHER THAN ANNOUNCING 
THE INTENTION TO JOIN THE EMBARGO OF RHODESIA. 

THOMSEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, PRESS CONFERENCES, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, RAILROADS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975GABORO00682 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750181-0709 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750520/aaaaarje.tel 

Line Count: 161 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 GABORONE 0666 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 JUN 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <05 NOV 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: PFOR, SL, (KHAMA, SERETSE M) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



